
Ever wondered how our trees are able to survive the shock of a hurricane or the inferno of a wildfire? In this 
lesson students will explore the phrase "adapt to survive" as it relates to trees and extreme weather/climate 
conditions. They will use their skills as "actors" to embody the tree experience and explore the various ways 
a tree becomes resilient to its harsh environments. 

Lesson Objective: Students will learn about tree adaptations to extreme weather/climate events through 
performance activities, outdoor exploration, and student led teaching. 

L esson 
O ver view

 3rd GRADE 60 MINS.

ADAPTATHEATER

Science and Engineer ing Pract ices Disciplinary Core Ideas Crosscut t ing Concept s

Use evidence (e.g., observat ions, 
pat t erns) t o suppor t  an 
explanat ion. (3-LS3-2)

The environm ent  also af fect s t he 
t rait s t hat  an organism  develops. 

(3-LS3-2)

Cause and ef fect  relat ionships are 
rout inely ident if ied and used t o explain 

change. (3-LS3-2)

This lesson addresses the following 3rd grade NGSS Specific Learning Outcome:NG SS
3-LS3-2. Use evidence to support the explanation that traits can be influenced by the environment.

This activity addresses the following 3rd grade standards:C om m on C or e
ELA/Lit eracy SL.3.4 Repor t  on a t opic or  t ext , t el l  a st ory, or  recount  an exper ience w it h appropr iat e 
fact s and relevant , descr ipt ive det ails, speak ing clear ly at  an underst andable pace.

a. Plan and deliver  an inform at ive/explanat ory present at ion on a t opic t hat : organizes ideas around 
m ajor  point s of  inform at ion, fol lows a logical sequence, includes suppor t ing det ails, uses clear  and 
specif ic vocabulary, and provides a st rong conclusion. 

Ar t s 3.TH:Cr1:  Creat e roles, im agined wor lds, and im provised st or ies in a dram a/ t heat re work .b. 
Collaborat e t o det erm ine how charact ers m ight  m ove and speak  t o suppor t  t he st ory and given 
circum st ances in dram a/ t heat re work .c. Im agine and ar t iculat e ideas for  cost um es, props and set s 
for  t he environm ent  and charact ers in a dram a/ t heat re work .
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